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Now came the Utopists and asked nothing short of the following: Complete
liberation of the serfs; immediate abolition of any obligation of the serf towards
the lord. More than that: immediate abolition of the lord’s jurisdiction and his
abandonment of all the affairs upon which he formerly judged, to peasants’ tri-
bunals elected by the peasants and judging, not in accordance with law which
they do not know, but with their unwritten customs. Such was the unpracti-
cal scheme of the unpractical camp. It was treated as a mere folly by practical
people.

But happily enough there was by that time in Russia a good deal of unpracti-
calness in the air, and it was maintained by the unpracticalness of the peasants,
who revolted with sticks against guns, and refused to submit, notwithstanding
the massacres, and thus enforced the unpractical state of mind to such a de-
gree as to permit the unpractical camp to force the Tsar to sign their scheme -
still mutilated to some extent. The most practical people hastened to flee away
from Russia, that they might not have their throats cut a few days after the
promulgation of that unpractical scheme.

But everything went on quite smoothly, notwithstanding the many blunders
still committed by practical people. These slaves who were reputed improvi-
dent, selfish brutes, and so on, displayed such good sense, such an organising
capacity as to surpass the expectations of even the most unpractical Utopists;
and in three years after the Emancipation the general physiognomy of the
villages had completely changed. The slaves were becoming Men!

The Utopists won the battle. They proved that they were the really practical
people, and that those who pretended to be practical were imbeciles. And the
only regret expressed now by all who know the Russian peasantry is, that too
many concessions were made to those practical imbeciles and narrow-minded
egotists: that the advice of the left wing of the unpractical camp was not fol-
lowed in full.

We cannot give more examples. But we earnestly invite those who like to
reason for themselves to study the history of any of the great social changes
which have occurred in humanity from the rise of the Communes to the Reform
and to our modern times. They will see that history is nothing but a struggle
between the rulers and the ruled, the oppressors and the oppressed, in which
struggle the practical camp always sides with the rulers and the oppressors,
while the unpractical camp sides with the oppressed; and they will see that
the struggle always ends in a final defeat of the practical camp after much
bloodshed and suffering, due to what they call their ‘practical good sense’.

If by saying that we are unpractical our opponents mean that we foresee the
march of events better than the practical short-sighted cowards, then they are
right. But if they mean that they, the practical people, have a better foresight
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One of the commonest objections to Communism is, that men are not good
enough to live under a Communist state of things. They would not submit
to a compulsory Communism, but they are not yet ripe for free, Anarchistic
Communism. Centuries of individualistic education have rendered them too
egotistic. Slavery, submission to the strong, and work under the whip of ne-
cessity, have rendered them unfit for a society where everybody would be free
and know no compulsion except what results from a freely taken engagement
towards the others, and their disapproval if he would not fulfil the engage-
ment. Therefore, we are told, some intermediate transition state of society is
necessary as a step towards Communism.

Old words in a new shape; words said and repeated since the first attempt at
any reform, political or social, in any human society. Words which we heard
before the abolition of slavery; words said twenty and forty centuries ago by
those who like too much their own quietness for liking rapid changes, whom
boldness of thought frightens, and who themselves have not suffered enough
from the iniquities of the present society to feel the deep necessity of new
issues!

Men are not good enough for Communism, but are they good enough for
Capitalism? If all men were good-hearted, kind, and just, they would never
exploit one another, although possessing the means of doing so. With such
men the private ownership of capital would be no danger. The capitalist would
hasten to share his profits with the workers, and the best-remunerated workers
with those suffering from occasional causes. If men were provident they would
not produce velvet and articles of luxury while food is wanted in cottages: they
would not build palaces as long as there are slums.

If men had a deeply developed feeling of equity they would not oppress
other men. Politicians would not cheat their electors; Parliament would not be
a chattering and cheating box, and Charles Warren’s policemen would refuse
to bludgeon the Trafalgar Square talkers and listeners. And if men were gal-
lant, self-respecting, and less egotistic, even a bad capitalist would not be a
danger; the workers would have soon reduced him to the role of a simple
comrade-manager. Even a King would not be dangerous, because the people
would merely consider him as a fellow unable to do better work, and therefore
entrusted with signing some stupid papers sent out to other cranks calling
themselves Kings.

But men are not those free-minded, independent, provident, loving, and com-
passionate fellows which we should like to see them. And precisely, therefore,
they must not continue living under the present system which permits them
to oppress and exploit one another. Take, for instance, those misery-stricken
tailors who paraded last Sunday in the streets, and suppose that one of them

3



‘soTjsLIajoRIRYD pandar
I197} 219M ‘90UdpIA0IduT ‘SSAUYSIAL[S “SUTYIAIaAD 10] padSoyy — S[I13 pue sAoq
1191} SUIAI1Iew I9U00S JoU 10 pag30[} ‘YIo[o I3t} Jo Suraeam jodjraduut 10§
Pa830[} ‘sp[oyasnoy Iy} Ul SSIUIURI[d Jo juem I0J padsoyy A[peq [1os 1121}
Surm 103 paS30[] 219M AU, "SISUMO II3Y} JO “POI-YDIIQ S} ISYFEI IO D[N 3}
Iopun uaaq pey 4atj) 3sed suoreIauad 10,] $JI9s UOI[[TU (g BISSTIY UT 19M 19T,
"STU) Sem 9sned s)1 pue ‘erssny ul pader [oxrrenb oI ® awr} aures ay3 noqy

"MOU 2[qNoI}
UONUI PIALS dABY P[NOM JI :PISI[EI JOU SEM — SJUSUIO[[e pue] pue Aifenba [[ny
— dures reorjoeadun oy} Jo Surm 3597 a3 £q pPa3ed0ApPE SWAYDS A} Jey} ‘ST passard
-Xd 9q Ued Jey} 321391 A[UO Y} pue — paapul quapiaoid 0o} ‘Aeu — juapraoid are
A9t} ‘snorroqe] pue snorsnpur are A33 NIom s20139N YT, "pamoroy ojdoad
reonoead oty £q u29sa10] S20UANDISTOD J[LLID] A1) JO SUOU 995 pue — ‘porrad
uonjIsueI} AUe JNOYIM ‘AISAB[S JO UOII[OQE O3 UI Pa3[Nsal Jem 3} jng 'Jno
9)01q — PIOJAI UO }SAIPOO[( Y} — TeM [IAIO 9} pue Tedorpoerdun a3nb pasord
SWAYDS 9y} ‘jse[e ‘ng 'so01oN jo uonednuewd [enpeid oy} I0j SIWSYOS
Surjeroqe[d ur Aem UMO IRY) pey uaw [edr}oerd Y} SwWI} SWOS I0J TOM

: Jeonoerdun  93mb axe noA jnq ‘suorjuaiur 3saq Ay}
UM ‘9SINOD JO ‘panquil a1k Nox ‘Aep auo Ul paSueyd 2q JOUUED dINJEU UBWINY
pUe YSIAL[S pue AZB[ JUIPIAOIAI WY} PIIIPUI ALY AIIAR[S JO STBIX [dINJeU
UBWINY MOUY ), UODP NOX, "MOU P[0} 2I8 dM SB Isn[ — p[o} a1om Aay} ‘puaLry A
9suasUON], ‘dIym 1S9IT} 9Y) URT[} YIOM 0} JUSWINPUT [NJIaM0d dI0T Yo
® 9 P[NOMm INOQE[ S,2U0 Jo 2onpoid a1y} Jo JUSWAO[UD 3} JeY} — MOU ABS aMm S
3sn[ — pres sjSTUOHI[Oqe A} USYM PUY “pauTejurent 3q jsnux drym jo puny suwos
INq “YOUT Ue JO SYIU} MJ © JO S[JII} 2IW B 0} U} PUE JSII YOUI-Ue-J[ey] 0} Me]
Aq paonpar Apaarssardord oq JySrur sdrym 9y} Jo SSaUNOIY} Y} pue ‘pres A1)}
‘panqryoxd aq pnod sdiym }oryy, “Ajrunwurod ay3 uodn 28Ied B 9UI009q P[nom
U00S pue ‘[e J& JIoM jou pnom A3y} ‘s1oumo I19y} jo sdrym ay3 4q Imnoqey o3
paeduos 10w ou a19Mm $20I32N 3 JT 1€} Aes 0] pasn ardoad [eoroerd oty
‘payedoApe sem sa0139N Y3 Jo uorjedrourwD [[N] 3} UYA\ "AISAL[S JO UOTII[OqE
31[} 9102 BOLIDUIY UT paSeI JT Uaym [21renb o) IoquIawal 3snur sn Jo Auejy
-o1doad
[eo130e1d SOAJOSUIAY) SUIBU OYM ISOY]) JO JEIJIP B30} 3} Aq Surjeururio} skemye
pue 93ueyp pasodoid yoes je pamouar [o1renb e :s3s1doin payred-os Ay ¢ [eon
-oerdun, o) pue usw [eonpoerd, oY) wsamiaq [a1renb jeyy Tarrenb pro uy
" uow Teorjoeidun ‘sTourearp are am jey) Aes L3t
‘uo13dadXa YONS OU EUW dM SN PUE ‘A[SNOIISUOIUN SIWT}IWOS YINOY)e
91 9wt Aoy "sIdNI 3} 10§ uor3dedXe OU YW dM JNq DINJLU UBWINY JO SUOT)
-o9yraduur oty JTwpe 344 "duo jueirodwr AI9A B pue ‘QOUIIYIP Y} ST 21T,

14

"a1e A9} UBY) 9SI0M [[1}s SUTUIOIdq WOIJ — PI]
a1} “paro[dxa 3y} ‘pani o} — udW peq soyy} juaadxd ‘YSnoua Anrddey ‘oym —
sI9pea] o ‘sToAodwd Y} ‘SIA[NI 3y} — Y3Ie Y} JO I[eS JO pUD B SI 2127} Jerf}
jruIpe 0} wads sjuauoddo o arym ‘uoryeyropdxs £q pafrods are pajrojdxa pue
s1a3101dx%2 Y709 ‘A0 INE Aq payrods a1e pa[NI puR SIA[NI {109 T} UTEJUTEUT A\
‘sassed 1addn a1} ur sjoumsur peq dUIeSs Ay} 03 SAAI 1o nys AJjuaderduwod jou
Op pUE ‘SISSEUW Y} JO SIOUNISUT IOLIAJUT a1} 21eIa35exa Wy} aYI] ‘JoU Op I
:SIU} ST UOT}03[(O 9A0(E Y[} 9EUI OYM ISOY} PUE SN UM} IUIIIYIP A[UO oY,
JuonIqure pue ssauysiAe[s jo ‘Ajoeder pue ws1o3a Jo Y3moIs o} INoAeRJ YOTyM
SUOT}IPUOD 9SOT} 9JRUTWII[D 0} ST ‘DUIT} JWIES [} J& YSIAL[S SSI[ pUE SNOTJIQUIE SSI]
Q11513089 pue snoroeder ss9] UMW SULIIPUSI JO SUBIUWI A[UO Y} Jet]} A[[enurjuod
Aes jou am o(J -asuasuou Jery} yeadai ued sydoad JuaBifejur mot] IopuoM A[oIaTU
am ‘ore ATear A1) Uy} 19))9q YONW USW SUISeWT SISTYoTeuy a1y} Jet]) Surkes
UDWI Ted oM UM ‘DI0JOIYL, "MOU T8 AU} Se YSIAB[S OS puUe ‘d1IS1}032 0S
‘snoroeder os ‘quapraordur os uawr Jo £19100s & 03 dyerrdorddeur A[oinjosqe st
ud)sAs uerrejrroyine ‘Jsirejrded juasaxd ot} Je1[} 995 [[Im NOA pue ‘OJI] [BI00S INO
Jo syoadse atp) Jo Aue SISATeue dwres a1} 03 JrqNs Jnqg “pajrwf st adeds nQ

“AjrunwuIod ayj
JO sIaquuau [Te 03 uorPNIsur Jo Arenba Sursnyax 10§ (suoryrpuod Jo Ajrenbaur
‘7o8u0] Aep SUO I0J UaAd ‘SUTUTRIUTEUI O] JUSWNSIR UB 9P 3¢ UL SJOUTISUT
USTAB[S MOY PUB)SIIPUN JOUUERD M PUE ‘SJOUTISUT YSIAB[S PAILIdYUT 91} SUTAo1)s
-9p 10J sueW ATUO Y} 9q P[NOMm SUOTIIPUOD Jo A)Tenba pue uwononysur 1oySryg
"93pajmotny] pue ‘uorjeINPS ‘Yieam Jo A)Tenbaur juasard a3 1opun 2AT] 03 paf[ed
-wod pue ‘uoreonpa 12y3y Jo pasrrdap A[qroIo] sasseuwr a3} 2ABY 0} peq AIA
ST 1 S]OUNSUT YSIAB[S YONS YIIM PIMOPUD Apeal[e AJIUeuny e Ul Jety} apn[ouod
M puy ‘PInoon 1o I9Fur[NOg ‘QUOISPE[D) SPIeMO] SSIUYSIAR[S SUNSNISIp Jsour
a1y} Ae[dsIp SUBOLIOUIY PUE ‘UYOUSIL] ‘SUOILIF JeY} 99S I\ "SSOUYSIAB[S JO JUU
-do[aAap a1} INOAR] YITYM ‘SUOTINIIISUT Juasaid oy} I1opun 1a8uo] Aue ureuwrar
03 10U JYSN0 M YSIAB[S OS PIIPUI 9IB M 9SNBIA] Jet]) ABS am Inq ‘SUOTINIS
-u1 9313 12pun paded 9q 03} YSIqqOUS 00} YSIAB[S 00} I8 9M P[0} T I\

"19JBIMS B 9 0] SINUTIUO0D 3 JT SUI0J3q [[IM AJ2InS Y }seaq peq
AI9A 9} U102 JOU JOSWIY P[NOM IdjeaMs SUNOA Y} PUB ‘OPBIUI0I-Xd I}
UOLIUS 0] JBaMS P[NOM UIdY} JO SUOU ‘S90S JSTUNITIOY) S} WIOI] SUTAI] PIIND
-9S & peY[ SIO[TE) JUIeS dS} JT SIYM (WA} 18IMS [[TAM 3] UBD Y] S U00S SY "W
pUNOIe SIO[TR] USNILI}S-AISSTUI SARY O} WIY I0J pIey AISA SI J1 TI9Y UBILISOWY
ST} SB Peq 0S dIe UdW dIaUm A19100s © UT Je]) ABS oM DI0JIY) ‘PUY 19JLIMS
B 9W023( [[IM 9 ‘UONIPUOD I3[} 2A0IdWI 0] AI} pUB ‘SIO[TR} USYOLIS-AIoSTUI
9 JO USZOP B I0J UONRIIOSSE aAanjonpolrd e 1reis jou [[im A[ans oy spunod
pa1puny 253y} I A\ "2[OUN UBILIdUWIY Uk Wwo1j spunod parpuny e pajrIayul sey



